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Global Cruise Activist Network
Warns: Cruise Ships are Super-Emitters of Greenhouse Gases;
Proposes Action
Calls on G20 Climate Summit in Venice on July 11, 2021, to accelerate steps that will reverse climate
damage from cruise ships.
The Global Cruise Activist Network (GCAN) today is calling on the G20 states to take immediate steps to
ensure that cruise ships entering any port comply with standards that will achieve net zero emissions of
greenhouse gases by the cruise industry by 2050. At a minimum, the standards should require emissions
reductions of 40% by 2030 and incremental reductions of 5% year-on-year thereafter. Imposing such
standards would be consistent with the goals of the Paris Climate Agreement and with the right of every
country to control access to its ports.
“The shipping industry is seriously lagging in efforts to decarbonize. Cruise ships, in particular, are
super-emitters of greenhouse gases. The cruise industry’s carbon footprint will only increase if it is
allowed to operate post-pandemic as it has in the past. It’s time to abandon ‘cruising as usual’,” said
Tom Siebens, a GCAN activist in New England, U.S.A.
“Cruise ships continue to exploit man-made wonders like Venice and natural wonders like the Great
Barrier Reef while contributing to the climate change that will destroy these treasures. Now is the
time to rethink the restart of this industry and its unsustainable practices,” said Dr. Steve Gration, a
GCAN activist on Australia’s Gold Coast.
Ship emissions of greenhouse gases will continue to grow. The worldwide shipping industry produces
over 3%1 of the planet’s greenhouse gases, including carbon dioxide, methane and nitrous oxide -- as
much as all of America’s coal plants combined2. These emissions include micro-particles of black carbon,
a proven human health hazard in cruise ports3 as well as a contributor to global warming.
Shipping industry targets for decarbonization must be tougher. The International Maritime
Organization (IMO), the arm of the U.N. responsible for regulating global shipping, has set a goal of 50%
reduction in shipping’s greenhouse gas emissions by 2050 compared to 2008 levels.4 Yet the IMO’s own
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projections anticipate growth of as much as 30% above 2008 levels by 2050,5 absent more immediate
and effective efforts to decarbonize. The IMO’s actions to date do little to reverse this trend.6
Cruise ships, in particular, are super-emitters of greenhouse gases and black carbon. Most cruise ships
burn the cheapest and most carbon-intensive fuels.7 These ships are more carbon-intensive than cargo
ships of similar size8 because they burn fuel constantly, even when in port, to power infrastructure for,
typically, 3,000 to as many as 10,000 passengers and crew.
The cruise industry’s recovery post-Covid should be truly carbon responsible, not ‘business as usual’.
The cruise ship industry is desperately returning to ‘business as usual’ following its shutdown during the
Covid-19 pandemic. This will lead to more cruises to more destinations in ever-larger ships . . . and more
greenhouse gas emissions. The cruise industry’s stated goal of reduced carbon intensity for each ship is
meaningless in the face of continued industry growth.9 In effect, cruise tourism is undermining the
goals of the Paris Agreement.10
Yet the industry can take effective measures now to reduce its carbon footprint.
The G20 should promote faster action toward ship emissions accounting, economic incentives to
decarbonize the industry, and development of clean power practices, shore power and alternative
fuels. No single solution exists to eliminate the greenhouse gas burden that shipping imposes on our
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world. But multiple initiatives already underway or in development would, in combination, have a
significant impact. They need to be pursued with greater urgency.
These initiatives include:
•

operating fewer cruises and using only the most fuel-efficient ships;

•

slow steaming, which leads to dramatic reductions in fuel consumption;

•

mandating the use of shore power;

•

systematically measuring and policing the carbon intensity of ships;

•

powering ships with wind, solar and non-fossil fuels to eliminate or reduce the burning of carbon
fuels;11

•

adding a levy on ship fuel to fund alternative energy research;

•

promulgating a carbon tax to incentivize greater fuel efficiency;

•

halting the construction of new cruise piers and terminals worldwide in order to stop further
damage to the natural and built environment of ports; and

•

imposing a “clean ship standard” that progressively reduces the carbon intensity of each ship to
zero.12

Cruise ships are a luxury that causes serious climate damage. The industry and its regulators must give
priority to decarbonizing ships and promoting the long-term health of the atmosphere, the marine
environment, and port communities. It’s time to abandon “cruising as usual”.
#######

About GCAN: The Global Cruise Activist Network formed during the Covid-19 pandemic to demand
changes to the cruise industry’s business model. GCAN’s members, consisting of cruise port residents,
civil society organizations, and labor & crime victim advocates, are aligned around the values of health,
safety, security, conservation, and equity. Learn more, including GCAN’s 12 Principles of Responsible
Cruise Tourism, at globalcruiseactivistnetwork.com.
GCAN’s logo features two international maritime flags representing the letters K and L, which
communicate “I wish to communicate with you” (K or Kilo) and “You should stop your vessel
immediately” (L or Lima).
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